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Front Row (L to R): Gerard Shand, 

Jennifer Rawson (nee Chambers), 

Katrina Stanley (Sugrue), Christy 

McCambridge, Caroline De Har, Lisa 

Ross (nee Kimble), Brigid Tracey (nee 

Cochrane and Amy Richardson (nee 

Cooney).

Middle Row (L to R): Haidee Chapman 

(nee Ferguson), Rowan Wheeler (nee 

Gill), Sarah Stewart (nee McLauchlan), 

Lisa Heywood (Scannell), Louise 

Holman, Ryan McNeill, Patrick 

Hopkinson and Mr Bernie Pavletich

Back Row (L to R): Nigel Lister, Warren 

Guy, Robbie McBride, Paul Brosnahan, 

Chris Stanley and Rebecca Hamilton 

(nee Corry)

1997 Form 7

Back Row: Warren Guy, Tom Laming, 

Patrick Hopkinson, Michael Hende, 

Paul Brosnahan, James Brien

Third Row: Lisa Scannell, Chris Stanley, 

Rowan Davis, Tim Brien, Felicity Collier, 

Kate Campbell, Johanna Fraser

Second Row: Mr Steve France, 

Sarah McLachlan, Amy Cooney, 

Mark Hannan, Nigel Lister, Amanda 

Fraser, Sandon Young, Rowan Gill, 

Jennifer Chambers

Front Row: Miranda Walker, 

Tania White, Brigid Cochrane, 

Louise Holman, Gerard Shand, 

Christy McCambridge, Katrina Sugrue, 

Rebecca Corry, Jane O’Reilly

Class of ‘97

The class of ’97 (or those who started in 1993) celebrated their 20 year reunion at Labour Weekend, in 2017. The weekend 
consisted of three parts, with drinks and nibbles at Saikou on the Friday night for all past students and staff from the 90’s, a 
school tour on Saturday morning and dinner at Speights Ale House in the evening.  There were lots of laughs reminiscing about 
their time together at school as awkward teenagers and old friendships were re-formed.  A big thank you to Felicity Bruce, 
Louise Holman and Amy Richardson for their organisation. 



Below is a photo of Brother Ray with some of the cyclists on 
the 94 Greymouth to Timaru trip.

Father Donald Hamilton passed away at Hastings on the 
24th January this year at the age of 86. Fr Don spent 50 years 
in Catholic education and was Rector of St Pat’s from 1976 
until its integration with Mercy College to become Roncalli. 
The 1982 Roncalli Chronicle 
reflected on his time leading 
St Pat’s in the attached article. 
Perhaps some past students 
will most fondly remember him 
as the Coach who enabled the 
St Pat’s first fifteen to finally 
achieve a win in a competition 
game over their annual rivals 
- Timaru Boys. This mighty 
achievement was alas only ever 
achieved in St Pat’s final year.

Past Staff
One of the great institutions of 
St Pats, the early days of Roncalli 
and many other Catholic boys 
schools were the handball 
courts. Regular competitions 
were organised and a new 
competition was introduced 
by St Pats PE teacher Mr John 
Dirs. Students were encouraged 
to challenge him with the losing 
student having to go to the Tuck 
Shop to get Mr Dirs an ice cream 
of his choice. Regretfully we 
have no photos of John in action 
on the court. Sadly over the 
years handball has disappeared 
as a student activity and the 
proposed additions to the 
College mean that the old courts 
will disappear. 

Brother Ray Kelleher, a member of the staff at St Pat’s and 
then Roncalli recently celebrated his 60th anniversary as a 
religious brother in the Society of Mary.  Ray’s career started 
after a period of time working in the Mission Estate Winery 
followed by 23 years of teaching in Catholic schools. He 
started at St Pat’s in 1981 and continued at Roncalli until 1995.  
During that time he undertook the role of Head of the Science 
Department. In the 95 Chronicle his service to Roncalli was 
described as follows-

“He brought to Roncalli a wealth of experience from a variety 
of Society of Mary building projects of which he had been a 
part. The building of the Administration Block, the Science  
block, the Music Suite and the remodelling of Smyth Block and 
Maguire Block, all received the benefit of his expertise… He 
had a keen eye for detail and demanded the highest standard 
of work.”  In his latter years at the college he co-ordinated the 
chaplaincy team and was actively involved in Retreat work. 
He is also remembered for his involvement in the Outdoor 
Education course, his support of the Yachting team, the 
transition trips and the ‘92 & ’94 cycle tours.  

Cyclists - Catherine Grogan, Mark Hannan, Steven Fennessy, 
Chris Douglas, Janette Mulvey, Lisa Moloney, Maree Guinan 
with Br Ray.

Following on from his teaching career he acted as project 
manager repairing buildings and  schools in the Cook Islands. 
On returning to New Zealand Ray was appointed to be national 
co-ordinator for Marist Schools in New Zealand.  He now lives 
in retirement in Hawkes Bay.

1981 TEAM PHOTO



Mercy College Class of ‘76 got together on the 11th of 
November for a reunion.  Thirty eight women made the 
journey from far and wide, to catch up with old friends and 
classmates. We met at Roncalli College, where we were given a 
tour of the school by Bernie Pavletich, which was really special, 
as we were Bernie’s first ever third form class when he was 
fresh out of training college. Dave Batchelor put together an 
awesome display of photos for us, which everyone enjoyed 
reminiscing over.

Sr Mary Catherwood made the journey from Christchurch to 
be with us, and we were also joined by Sr Diana. Some of the 

ladies made the effort to pop over to the convent to see Sr 
Adrian, who was their form teacher back in 1976.

After our afternoon tea in the staff room, we headed out 
to The Stables for a night of good food and many stories 
swapped, with fond memories shared.

It was a day filled with a deep appreciation of the education we 
had received and the values that Mercy College had instilled in 
us. It was a day filled with love and laughter and pride. –

Monica

Nick Anderson took this great  photo of the reunion and copies of this photo can be ordered from Nick at his studio in Church St.

Class of ‘76
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Ex Pupils
In July 2017 Connor McManus was nominated as 
one of the nine best high school rugby players 
in the USA.   He plays for the Fort Hunt Warriors. 
His father Kerian McManus (Roncalli 1986-90) 
coaches the Fort Hunt team. Kerian was a member 
of the Roncalli First Fifteen in 1988 as can be seen 
in the accompanying team photo.  He played Prop 
and Utility and was described as “Find of the Year, 
an extremely versatile player with speed, strength 
and commitment”. Perhaps Rugby is genetic!

Marise Lehto (nee Daly) Mercy College 1979-
81 left school after the 5th form and became a 
hairdresser. By 20, she took herself off on her OE 
and began a career in casino management. She 
was working on board the cruise ship Royal Pacific 
in August 1992, when a large Taiwanese fishing 
trawler collided with it near Singapore.  Marise had 
just minutes to escape the sinking vessel.  “It was 

2.30am, in pitch black and I was in the water, covered in oil”. She was pulled 
from the ocean and given food and clothes. “It was certainly a life-changing 
experience. You see how, within seconds, your life can change”. Thirty died 
in the collision.

Marise returned to working on cruise ships, where she met her future 
husband, the Captain of a Finnish cruise ship Kimmo. She wanted to 
see his homeland, and “within three days of arriving in Finland, I made 
my decision this was where I wanted to be”, she says.  But there was an 
obvious barrier - she didn’t speak a word of the “incredibly unique” Finnish 
language, so she needed to learn if she wanted work.  Her new home from 
1996 was and is still Finland.

She discovered that English as a second language was a thriving industry 
in Finland. “Many Finnish companies use English as a lingua franca in their 
business world, as their language of communication”.  She’d always had 
an interest in English and public speaking - at school in December 1980 
she won the Mercy College Junior Speech Prize.  Being a native English 
speaker was enough of a qualification for her to start teaching in the 
corporate world. She furthered her own learning with a master’s degree 
in educational management, working fulltime while doing a distance 
programme through Aston University, England.

Two years into the degree, she had the confidence to start up her own 
company.  MLA (Marise Lehto Associates) opened its doors in October 
2010, and employs a team of freelancers around Finland. The company 
specialises in communications training, executive coaching and consulting 
with organisations that are going through a transition.  She has also joined 
Cherie Blair’s Foundation for Women where she acts as a mentor to 
women entrepreneurs in developing countries. 

With her Master’s Degree complete she was proud to present her research 
paper in 2014 at a conference in NZ for community languages and ESOL. 

Vanessa’s Cafe Hampden
Vanessa’s has become a must stop cafe on the trip 
to Dunedin thanks to its homemade variety of food 
and drink. Set up by past pupil Vanessa Hendry 
(Roncalli 1985 – 88) who has a background in 
hospitality including Hampdens famous “fishnchip” 
shop with its daily menu of fresh fish. The cafe has 
become so popular that Vanessa is expanding the 
premises. One item that is extremely tasty are her 
homemade pies. So next time you are heading 
down to see the Highlanders play Vanessa’s is the 
place to stop and perhaps stop in  on the fishnchip 
shop on the way home.

Marise 2nd left,  front row.

2nd back row: 3rd from left Bridget Duff (Scarsbrook) BOT Chair, 4th Lisa Cody 
(Durning) current teacher. Form teacher Mrs Windsor (Govers)


