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27  July  2010 

Issue 10, Term 3 

“ T O  S E E K  T R U T H  A N D  P E A C E ”  
K I M I H I A  T E  P O N O  M E  T E  

R A N G I M A R I E  
  
 

Dear Parents and 
Caregivers 

I was saddened to read 
in Mondayôs paper 
about the tragic death 
of Nathan Thorn, a Year 
12 student at Timaru 
Boysô High School. 
Nathan was walking 
home from a party in 
the early hours of 
Sunday morning when 
he was struck down by a 
vehicle on SH 1 and 
killed. Yet again, this 
incident highlights the 
risks that some of our 
young people expose 
themselves to and also 
begs the question ówhy 
was a 16 year old boy 
walking down SH 1 
alone at 2am? It 
reminds us of the 
importance that we 
have as a school 
community of ensuring 
that our young people 
are given clear, firm 
boundaries and 
adequate supervision 
and guidance. This was 
a tragedy that did not 
need to happen and our 
thoughts are with th e 
family and the Timaru 
Boysô High community. 
On a brighter note, I 
would like to thank all 
the parents and senior 
students who came to 
school last Wednesday 
to conference with 
teachers. For many of 
you, that required 

taking time off from 
work or arranging  
childcare. The feedback 
I received from parents 
was overwhelmingly 
positive. Many of you 
valued the chance to 
have learning 
conversations with 
teachers face to face as 
opposed to reading 
ógenericô comments on a 
report. There were a 
few problems with 
logistics however that 
we will review before 
the next round of 
conferencing in Term 4. 
Finally, I want to share 
an impressive statistic I 
recently received from 
our sports coordinator 
Ms Zandbergen. 
Roncalli currently has 
in excess of 50 sports 
teams competing in 
weekly club competition 
in netball, basketball, 
rugby, football, hockey, 
table tennis and 
badminton. This 
reflects the outstanding 

participation rate of our 
students which is 
arguably one of the 
highest in the country. 
This not only speaks 
volumes about the 
calibre of our students 
but also about the 
number of people in our 
school community who 
play an active role in 
sport here whether it be 
coaching, managing, 
transport, refereeing, 
fundraising, supporting, 
feeding the troops or 
washing the uniforms. 
Thanks to all of you who 
help to make sport so 
accessible to all students 
at Roncalli.  
 

Until next time 

Chris Comeau 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inside this issue 
Reflection 

Calendar  

Student Achievement 
Sport 
Career Dates 
 

Special dates to remember: 
Á 13 August ï College Mass 
Á 16-20 August  ï International 

Languages Week 
Á 27 August ï Interhouse Singing 

Competition 
Á 30-31 August ï Year 11 Retreats 

 
“Faith is taking 

the first step 
even when you 

don’t see the 
whole 

staircase”  
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The accounts for candidates 
entering standards on the 
National Qualifications 
Framework will be posted shortly. 
In most cases the cost will be 
$75.00.                            
Application forms for financial 
assistance are available at the 
College office or on the NZQA 
website http.www.nzqa.govt.nz/ 
ncea/acrp/secondaryforms.html. 
You may qualify for financial 
assistance if you receive a benefit 
or hold a Community Services 
Card. Families who have more 
than one child entering, 
irrespective of income, also 
receive financial assistance.        
Please return forms to the College 
as soon as possible. 

Welcome 
Rosemary Miller who is here for 
three weeks while Robyn Brien is 
on holiday overseas, and Ian 
Stewart who replaces Simone 
Tulley in the English Department.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NCEA Exam Fees                          Can you help!  

 

 
 
 

July 2010 

28 Aoraki Badmnton ï boys 

29 Aoraki Badminton - girls 

August 2010 

2 Careers Expo 

4 Aoraki Junior Basketball -        

boys 

 Uniform Shop open 3.30-

4.30pm 

5 Aoraki Junior Basketball -          

girls 

        Australian Maths Comp 

9 Aoraki Clay Target 

9-13 Yr 13 PED Ski Trip 

12 Early release of students 

1.20pm 

13 College Mass  

16-20 Yr 12 OED Ski Trip 

 International Languages 

Week 

27 Interhouse Singing Comp 

30-31 Yr 11 Retreats 

September 2010 

1 U14s Kings at Roncalli 

14-17 Yr 9 Retreats 

24 End of Term 3 

October 2010 

11 Term 4 commences 

12 Tues night tennis starts 

14 Senior Course Conferencing 

15 Fri night tennis starts 

26-27 Arts Festival 

28 Aoraki Junior Tennis Champs 

29 Peer Support ï Final 

Gathering BBQ lunch 

November 2010 

4 College Mass 

5 Aoraki Sports Awards Evening 

9 Yr 13 finish & Graduation 

10 Yr 11 and 12 finish 

11 NCEA Exams start 

 Aoraki Junior Volleyball 

11-12 Junior Exams 

December 2010 

3 Interhouse Rock n Roll comp 

10 End of Term 4  

 

 

 

  
 

Special points to remember: 
¶ 31 March -  

Special points to remember: 
¶ 31 March -  

Calendar 

 Bus Drivers needed 
Do you have a bus licence and 
could perhaps help out on a casual 
basis from time to time? 
We are seeking parent assistance in 
this area.                                              
If you are interested please contact 
Gerry Fennessy, Deputy Principal, 
phone 688 6003.  

Early release of 

students 
On Thursday, 12 August, 
students will be released at the 
end of period 4 (1:20) so that 
staff can participate in 
professional development about 
órestorative justiceô. There will 
be supervision provided for bus 
students and those not able to 
be released early. Thank you 

 

Welcome to Fuel for Schools                  

Fuel for Schools is an innovative primarily rural focused sponsorship program 
operated by Northfuels and Southfuels.  The program can help fund the ever 

increasing costs of running Primary, Intermediate and Secondary Schools 
throughout New Zealand.  

How it works, 2 Easy Steps...  

1.  New and Existing Northfuels and Southfuels customers can 
nominate a school of their choice  

2.  Once nominated the school receives sponsorship of 1 cent for 
every 2 litres of bulk fuel delivered  

Fuel for Schools is a very easy way of supporting your local school and the 
best part is it won't actually cost you anything. This                                      
is our  way of supporting our rural customers and                                   

giving something back to the fuel users and                                        
communities  that support us.  

ñSo, jump on board - we're doing it for the kids ò 
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Student  Achievement          Homestays for International students 

 Congratulations to: 

¶ Jessi Drake and Hayden Blackler 
for being selected in the South 
Canterbury table tennis team to 
compete at the South Island 
Open event to be held in Timaru 
on 14 August. Good luck boys! 

Their next step é            
Parents are the most important influencers 
on a young personõs career decision. 
What parents do for a living; where they 
live; their education, knowledge and skills; 
what they earn; and how they spend their 
time and money have a huge influence on 
their childõs career decisions. 

¶ As a parent, you know that there is 
a readiness factor and that every 
young person is different. 
Encourage your children to explore 
training and careers that they are 
interested in; www.careers.govt.nz 
is the best NZ site and has 
everything about careers you could 
ever want to know. Choose a career 
and place in ósearchô to begin.   

¶ A student who is directed into an 
area that they are not passionate 
about is much less likely to be 
motivated, and could struggle to get 
through their qualification and find 
a career that they are truly engaged 
with.  

¶ Remember, making a decision 
about what to do after school is just 
the first step. Thin k about your own 
career. How many times have you 
changed jobs? Decision making is a 
process. Sometimes they wonôt 
know until they try something. 
Maybe someone you know, works in 
an area that interests your child and 
they could speak with them?  

Subject choices and where they 
lead, can be found at: 
www.roncalli.school.nz/Our+School/Ca
reers+Information.html  

Recommended subjects for Otago 
University courses can be found 
at: 
www.otago.ac.nz/prodcons/groups/pub
lic/documents/webcontent/otago00527
1.pdf and 

¶ Canterbury University: 
www.canterbury.ac.nz/liaison/docume
nts/Best_Prep_BRO_August_09.pdf  

¶ Other universities and polytechnics 
have similar information available.  

¶ Check out the Roncalli College/Careers 
website for more information and links.  

Adrienne Quertier  

Guidance Counsellor /Careers Adviser  

 

Each year at Roncalli College we host a number of international 
students for short term to long term  stays. We always have 
requests for homestays with kiwi students attending this school so 
if you would like more information please contact Cathy Shearer, 
International Student Administrator 688 6003 ext 809 or Gerry 
Fennessy, Director of International Students 688 6003 ext 803.  

Are you able to help? 
Would you or someone you know be interested in talking to Year 
13 students about your career? 
Students who are going on to train in Engineering, Health 
Sciences, BCommerce etc would love to hear about your 
experiences and where these qualifications can take you.  
If you are interested or want to know more,  please email or give 
me a call: 
Adrienne Quertier  
Careers Adviser/ Guidance Counsellor  
688-6003 x811 
a.quertier@roncalli.school.nz   
 

Otago University Information Evening 

Parents and students welcome 
Want to know more about university life and living in the halls?  

 
Thursday, 29 July 

7.00 – 8.30 pm 
Tennis ASB Pavilion; Benvenue Ave 

 

Hall (College) Applications 
¶ The Year 13 students have had a session with me, last Friday 

regarding the accommodation process and what they need to 

do next.  

¶ You are still able to arrange visits through the universities and 

polytechnics.   

¶ I write the confidential school reference. (All the studentôs 

subject and HG teachers give information and I put this 

together and write an overall reference).   

¶ Students generally know mid October if they have a hall or not.  

¶ If not, they are placed on a general waiting list and wait for 

further offers after students accept or decline the earlier offers.  

¶ Course confirmation dates have been made for Otago, UC and 

Lincoln, the students have these dates.  

¶ Scholarship information was e-mailed to students in February. 

The scholarship information is also in the common room and 

daily notices.   

¶ I have seen most Year 13 students regarding 2011. 

Adrienne Quertier, Careers Adviser/Guidance Counsellor,              

688-6003 x811 

 

http://www.careers.govt.nz/
http://www.roncalli.school.nz/Our+School/Careers+Information.html
http://www.roncalli.school.nz/Our+School/Careers+Information.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/prodcons/groups/public/documents/webcontent/otago005271.pdf
http://www.otago.ac.nz/prodcons/groups/public/documents/webcontent/otago005271.pdf
http://www.otago.ac.nz/prodcons/groups/public/documents/webcontent/otago005271.pdf
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/liaison/documents/Best_Prep_BRO_August_09.pdf
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/liaison/documents/Best_Prep_BRO_August_09.pdf
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Photos 
 A "Musical Moments" evening 
was held late in Term 2. During 
the evening soloists and groups 
from the Music D epartment 
performed in the School Hall for a 
receptive audience of College staff 
and students, family and friends.  

Above:                                         
Eleanor Rarity perfor med the 
song "Wade in the Water". 

Above:                                         
Jimmy Bown performed two  
items to open the evening. 

Above:                                           
The Roncalli College 
Internat ional Ukelele Orchestra 
performed the item that saw them 
win the Ukelele competition in 
Christchurch during T erm 2. 
Members of the group: Harlem 
Cole, Seb Elsen, Jack O'Connor 
Alexander Dooley, Steven Marr, 
James Durcan, and William 
Oldfield.  

 
 

 
 

 

Sport                                                                                                                       

South Island Secondary Schools Cycling Champs           
Congratulations to the cyclists from Roncalli College who travelled 
to Christchur ch during the school holidays to participate at the 
South Island Secondary Schools Cycling Champs. Thank you to 
Steve Coe for helping with transport and assisting the cyclists over 
the two day event and to the parents for their continuing support. 
Results: Scratch Race ï Emily van der Heyden U15 girls 19th, 
Cameron Fitzgerald U16 boys 13th, Andy van der Heyden U20 boys 
11th, Terry Sharples U20 boys 18th. Individual Time Trial ï Emily 
van der Heyden U15 girls 21st, Cameron Fitzgerald U16 boys 9th, 
Andy van der Heyden U20 boys 5th, Terry Sharples U20 boys, 11th. 
Teams Race ï U16 girlôs team 7th ï Emil y van der Heyden, Emily 
Newmarch, Shannon Newlands; Open boys 7th ï Andy van der 
Heyden, Cameron Fitzgerald, Terry Sharples.    

Table Tennis                                                                                     
Aoraki Table Tennis Championships ï Roncalli was 
represented with 10 out of the 26 teams competing at the Aoraki 
Secondary Schools Table Tennis Championships held on Monday, 19 
July at the Table Tennis South Canterbury Centre. Teams which 
consisted of two players were put into sections of four and each team 
played three rounds of singles and doubles before post section know 
out play took place. Three Roncalli teams won their respective 
sections: Section 1 (Roncalli 1) ï Hamish Race and Henry Race, 
Section 3 (Roncalli 3) ï Jessi Drake and Hayden Blackler, Section 5 
Roncalli 5) ï Tom Anderson and James Brosnahan.                                    
Other results ï 2nd (Roncalli 4) ï Luke Elsen and Tim Heke, 
(Roncalli 6) ï Non Pluemworasawat and Patrick OôNeill, (Roncalli 
8) ï James Spence and Lee Cooper.  3rd (Roncalli 2) ï Harlem Cole 
and Lindsay Christey, (Roncalli 9) ï Adam Mathewson and 
Shannon Booth. 4th (Roncalli 7) ï CJ Millar and Matt Black,  
(Roncalli 10) ï Tyler Day and Matt Weaver.  Section winners then 
went onto post section knock out play, unfortunately for Roncalliôs 
section winners they were up against tough opposition and were 
knocked out in the first round. The remaining teams who finished 
2nd and 3rd in their sections went onto play further games. Due to 
time restrictions Roncalli did not get the chance to crossover and 
play other teams to decide 3rd place overall. The players enjoyed the 
experience and to be represented with the majority of teams proves 
the sport is becoming more popular at Roncalli College.        

 Monday Night Table Tennis League                                                           
As mentioned in the last newsletter the Monday night table tennis 
league is going well with eight teams competing. Finals night was 
played on Monday, 19 July and after a full day at the Aoraki Champs 
the players were all geared up for an exciting encounter. Roncalli 
was again well represented in the finals with Jessi Drake, Hayden 
Blackler and Patrick OôNeill winning the title 6-3. 

                                                                                                                          
Last Monday an individualôs competition was held and next 
Monday, 2 August will be a doubles competition and breakup night. 
Thank you once again to all students who have committed 
themselves every Monday night to table tennis and played with 
pride. 
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South Island Secondary Schools Junior Netball Tournament                                                             
Sunday, 4 July – Wednesday 7,  July 2010 
The Roncalli 9A and 10A netball teams travelled to the South Island Secondary Schools Junior 
Netball Development Tournament in Christchurch during the school holidays.  The tournament was 
held over three days at Hagley Park. 
The 9A team played in the combined grade which consisted of teams of both Year 9 and 10 players.  
The team did exceptionally well going through their section play with 3 wins, 1 draw and 1 loss, 
finishing 2 nd place which qualified them to the division one playoffs. A win in the next game was 
needed to secure a top 4 spot but up against a strong team from Buller High School who eventually 
went onto win the Combined grade, Roncalli had to settle playing off for 5th - 8th place. On the final 
day they played Marian College, Roncalli won 23-13; this win meant they were playing off for 5th or 
6th spot. They faced Darfield High School which was made up of mostly year 10 players, after a hard 
fought battle the score was locked 27 all at full time.  Extra time was played but unfortunately it 
didnôt go Roncalliôs way going down 30-28.  Roncalli were the only South Canterbury School to 
qualify to Division one finals, finishing 6 th out of 24 teams. 
The 10A team were up against tough opposition with mixed results throughout the tournament, two 
of the games only losing by one goal.  On the final day they played in the division four semi final 
against Waitaki Girls High School, going down 27-15.  Their last game of the tournament was 
against Riccarton High School for 3rd & 4th place, Roncalli winning 29 -27 this made them 3rd in 
division four, 27th overall in the 10A grade.   
A HUGE thank you to the coaches and managers of both the 9A and 10A teams (Amanda OôBrien, 
Caroline McKay, Katrina Hill and Jess Hewitson), parent helper s (Sarah Shaw, Jane Sullivan and 
Richelle Cannell); student umpires (Anna Kensell and Holly Pierce).  Also thank you to all the 
parents and family members who travelled to Christchurch, the girls really did appreciate your 
support on the sideline. 
If you wish to read the daily reports for Roncalli these are available on our school website. 
Full list of results go to: - www.canterbury.schoolsport.org.nz 
    click on SISS Junior Netball 
St Thomas’ Sports Exchange  
Thursday, 22  July 
Despite the unfortunate weather it was great to see this event go ahead.  This exchange was very 
successful and I would like to extend my gratitude to all coaches, managers, staff and our referees 
and umpires involved in this exchange; your support and time is much appreciated.  Thank you to 
the PTA for providing a wonderful afternoon tea.  
Results as follows: 
  RONC  STC 
Rugby 
Press Cup    24    0 
Under 16    37  15 
Under 14 ½       14  15 
Soccer 
1st XI          5         3 
Junior       0  11 
Basketball 
1st V    69  14 
Debating   Won (Negative) 
Roncalli won the exchange overall 4 ï 3.             
                                   9A Netball Squad 
 Aoraki Secondary Schools Basketball  
Roncalli has entered two teams to compete in  
this event that will take place at the SBS Events Centre. 
Junior A Boys ï Wednesday 4th August  
Junior A Girls ï Thursday 5th August  
Students involved in this event will receive a letter on  
Wednesday this week and all details will be put  
on the school website.   

 
 

 

Right: Roncalli First XV 
rugby game against St 
Thomasô during sports 
exchange.  
 
Below Right: Roncalli 

9A netball team. 
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THURSDAY, 29 JULY                    

Otago University 
Information Evening           
Steve Walker, Liasion Officer will 
present to students and parents on 
Thursday 29 July , 7.00 - 8.30pm, 
followed by light supper and informal 
talk at Tennis South Canterbury ASB 
Pavilion, Benvenue Avenue, Timaru.                                            
If you wish to visit Otago and see the 
accommodation again and/or learn 
more about courses, you can arrange 
this with the liaison team:                                      

Steve Walker, Liaison Officer  ͖               

Tel 64 3 479 7375͖                                   

Email stephen.walker@otago.ac.nz       
Cell 021 279 7375                                       
Lyn Saunders, Administrator  ͖              

Tel 64 3 479 8247͖                                  
Email  liaison@otago.ac.nz 

MONDAY,  2 AUGUST                      
Timaru Careers Expo                         
SBS Events Centre, Years 12 & 13 
9.00am-10.45am, Years 10 & 11, 
11.30am-1.10pm. 

THURSDAY, 5 AUGUST                     
CPIT Engineering Careers 
Expo                                                        
Christchurch Campus 9.30am-
2.00pm                                                              
Explore careers in engineering ï 
electrical, mechanical and civil. A 
variety of engineering industries will 
be present. Find out about an 
engineering Diploma or Degree. See 
information in Careers Room if you 
would like to find out more or check 
out www.cpit.ac.nz/engineeringexpo. 

TUESDAY, 10 AUGUST                      
NZ Broadcasting School                                                        
Time to be confirmed.                            
Deane Simmonds from CPIT will be 
visiting school to speak to any Year 12 
or 13 students interested in further 
study in radio, digital film and 

RONCALLI COLLEGE 
Wellington Street  

PO Box 138 
 

PHONE: 
03 688 6003  

 
FAX: 

03 688 6002  
 

E-MAIL:  
office@roncalli.school.nz 

Weôre on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.roncalli.school.nz 

  

  

television 

 
 
 
 

Career Dates  

Television production or post -
production, or broadcast 
journalism.  

FRIDAY, 20 AUGUST                     
University of Canterbury 
Course Planning                         
Assistance for all students 
intending to apply for Canterbury 
University. Libby Benson will assist 
individuals with planning their 
course eg. Subject selection, what 
you can do and canôt do é 

FRIDAY, 27  AUGUST                     
Study at Vic Day                         
Annual open day ï definitely the 
best way for students to find out all 
about Victoria and their 
programmes.      Students can also 
visit the halls of residence. For 
more information see: 
http://www.vuw.ac.nz/srca/ 
events/study-at-vic.aspx 

CPIT 
For more information, or to book a 
tour of our campus, contact us 
today 0800 24 24 76.  
Otago Polytechnic  
Take a Campus Tour and see all 
that Otago Polytechnic has to offer!  
Parents and siblings are most 
welcome. Book now by calling the 
Contact Centre on 0800 762786. 
Tours usually run every Friday at 
11.00am, but this will depend upon 
numbers. 

TERM 4 

FRIDAY, 15 OCTOBER                     
Otago University Course 
Confirmation Session                         
9.00am-1.20pm                                           
Details will be notified.  

 

SHWOP  TILL  
YOU  DWOP!! 

Restyle your 
wardrobe for 

free!!!! 
@  Craighead 

 
Sunday 22 August 

(3.00 ð 5.00pm          
School  Hall) 

 

Clothes  Shwopping  
Extravaganza                                      

(It`s ethical,   it`s economic,  
it`s exciting) 

Swapping                          
(5 good quality items = 2 

vouchers for FREE shopping) 

Shopping                          
($2, $5, or $10  OR use 

vouchers for FREE shopping) 
 
 

Join in the Fun and 

the Frenzy  
 

 
We need hundreds of 

clothes  ð bring them to 

us in the School Hall               

for vetting and voucher 

distribution.  
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mailto:stephen.walker@otago.ac.nz
mailto:liaison@otago.ac.nz
http://www.cpit.ac.nz/engineeringexpo
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Senior Conferencing 
 

If you have not completed a Feedback sheet already, please complete the form below and 
return to the College office as soon as possible. 
  
 
  

FEEDBACK FROM THE CONFERENCING DAY 
 

Your Name :   ____________________________ 
 

1. Was the letter home a useful way to alert you to the conferencing day ?   

         Y  N 
 
Any suggestions for improvement 
 

 
2. Was the information you were given and the conversations you had with both the 

teachers and your son or daughter  useful?  

 

 

Any suggestions for improvement 

 

 

 
3. Were you able to make appointments with everyone you wanted to see? 

                                             Y  N 

 

 

4. How convenient was the time of the interviews 

a. Too early       Y  N 

b. Too late       Y  N 

c. Just right       Y  N 

 

5. Is  conferencing at this time of the year 

a. Too early       Y  N 

b. Too late       Y  N 

c. Just right       Y  N 

 

 
Have you any other comments or suggestions you would like to make? 
 


