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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
As this is the last newsletter for the year, it is an ideal opportunity for me to say thank you to a few key groups of people 
and also to acknowledge some staff changes for 2012. 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank our hard-working and committed teaching and support staff who have gone the extra mile 
for our students in all areas of their schooling. This can be seen in our academic achievement, sporting and cultural 
successes, and our community outreach. It has been a challenging year in many ways but I believe our staff have risen to 
the challenge. I would also like to thank all the parents, coaches, PTA members andl those who support the school in 
various ways. As I frequently say, our community is the backbone of the college from which we draw our strength. 
 
This year we will farewell 3 teachers whose fixed-term contracts expire. Mr Russell Armstrong who teaches Hard 
Materials and Digital Technology, Mr Ben Liddy who teaches English and Religious Studies, and Ms Rosemary Miller who 
teaches Music. All three have been a real asset to the college and they will be missed. Ms Catherine Hansen will be away 
during 2012 on maternity leave and we wish her all the best with the arrival of her first child.   
 
As many of you will be aware, Mr Nic Wilson has made the decision to relinquish his position as Deputy Principal in order 
to return to his true passion, teaching Maths. I would like to thank Mr Wilson for his loyalty and support in the role of 
Deputy Principal this year and I know there will be many students who will benefit from his return to the classroom. 
Mr Wilson will hand over his Deputy Principal role to Mr Andrew Jones who is currently the Assistant Principal at 
5ŀǊŦƛŜƭŘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ tǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ aǊ WƻƴŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ih5 ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŀǘ 9ƭƭŜǎƳŜǊŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ 
Christchurch. Mr Jones brings with him a diverse skill set and will join us for the start of Term 1 next year. 
 
Finally, I would like to acknowledge our students and thank them for a fantastic year. I wish you a happy holiday and 
look forward to seeing you all back in late January. Please note the dates over the page regarding commencement 
arrangements for the 2012 year. 
 
Chris Comeau 
Principal 
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UPDATES 
 

TERM DATES 
DECEMBER 
8   School Prizegiving commences 7pm in Sacred Heart Basilica 
10 (SATURDAY) Second hand uniform sale ς College Hall  10am-1pm  
 
JANUARY 2012 
25   Year 13 and Year 12 Course Confirmation 
26   Year 12 and Year 11 Course Confirmation 
   Year 13 Peer Support training and activities day 
26-27   Year 9 Orientation days 
30   School commences for all year levels 
 
 

SETTLEMENT OF STUDENT ACCOUNTS 
Overdue accounts have been posted this week. Please arrange to pay these before the end of the year. The 
College office will remain open until December 16th to accept payments and we welcome internet deposits. 

 
UNIFORM FOR BOYS IN 2012 
As many of you are aware, parents have had significant difficulty obtaining Brown 
lace-ǳǇ ΨǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƘƻŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ōƻȅǎΦ The Senior Management Team at the school has 
decided that school shoes ie. Leather lace-up shoes are the priority, rather than the 
colour; so we will allow boys only to wear either black or brown shoes, providing 
they meet the requirements leather and lace-up. Dress shoes or slip-on shoes will 
not be acceptable in 2012. 

 
CHOCOLATE FUNDRAISER FOR 2012 YEAR 10 CAMP 
Students are currently selling chocolate at $2.50 per bar. All money is to go to the school office once sold. If 
you would like some more there is plenty at the office. Students make $1 profit per bar sold. 

 
TEXT BOOK RETURNS 
A reminder to all NCEA students in particular to return textbooks from their courses 
to the respective department heads. We also request that any texts left lying 
around at home from previous years be returned as well. The Mathematics 
Department will bill any student who has not returned text books by the end of this 
term. The replacement cost for a maths text is currently $60. 

 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
Our warmest congratulations tƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ {ŀƳ aǳƴǊƻΣ WŀƳŜǎ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ .ǊƻƻƪŜ ¢ŀƭōƻǘ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
{ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ {ǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ мо bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмм ōȅ .ƛǎƘƻǇ .ŀǊǊȅ WƻƴŜǎ {aΦ 
DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ 

 



 
SACRED HEART BASILICA CENTENARY 
 
29-30 October 2011  
 

Regretably, because of the earthquake events in Christchurch, Sacred 
Heart Basilica is now probably the most prestigious piece of religious 
architecture in Canterbury. 
 
LǘǎΩ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǇŀƭ Nuncio Archbishop 
Salvo and five Bishops attended the celebrations and numerous other 
clergy, along with the local parish community. 
 
The highlights for most was the magnificently sung Latin Mass by the 
Christchurch Cathedral Choir on the Sunday morning, the Centennary 
Dinner and launching of the beautifully-presented Parish History on the 
Saturday evening.   
 
Roncalli College made a valuable contribution to the weekend, with the Angelo singers participating in the 
Priests Mass on the Saturday, the gymnasium being used for the major social functions, and flowers being 
presented to the Centenary Committee by the College. 
 
Numerous former teaching priests and nuns attended ς Fathers Manning, Bryant, Mori and Sisters Mary, 
Diana, and Adrian to name a few, and most commented on the excellent facilities and the esteem the College 
is held throughout the local and Catholic community.   
 
Bernie Pavletich 
Centenary Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
INTER-HOUSE LINE DANCING 2011 

 
 The culmination of line dance lessons with the Galaxy Line dance group   
took place on Friday with the Inter-house line dance competition to find the 

best house. Chanel were the eventual winners on the day. 
 
 

 
   
  



 

LATIN TUTOR WANTED! 
Does anyone know of a person who may be able to tutor students in Latin? Please contact our International 
Director Mr Gerry Fennessy on 027 2011 897, or email address g.fennessy@roncalli.school.nz if you are 
interested. 
 

¸9!w мл 5!b/9 5±5Ω{ 
Orders can be placed at the office with payment of $10 also required at the time of 
ordering. These will be ready before the end of the year.  
 

 

SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL WITH TELSTRACLEAR AND INTELLIGENT REWARDSϰΗ 
¢ŜƭǎǘǊŀ/ƭŜŀǊ Ŏŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ ōǊƻŀŘōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ǘƻ ¢ŜƭǎǘǊŀ/ƭŜŀǊΣ bƻǿΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƧƻƛƴΦ tƭǳǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜŀǊƴ 
LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ wŜǿŀǊŘǎϰ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΗ  !ƭƭ ¢ŜƭǎǘraClear customers can nominate Roncalli 
College to receive Intelligent Rewards points. For every dollar spent with 
TelstraClear, our School will earn 1.5 reward points which we can redeem for some 
fantastic rewards such as computers, sports gear, musical instruments and much 
more! 
 
To join TelstraClear you can: 

¶ Call TelstraClear toll free on 0508 011 737. 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ wŜǿŀǊŘǎϰ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ  

¶ Fill out a registration form and hand back to the School office. 

¶ Visit intelligentrewards.co.nz and complete the online registration form. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀ ¢ŜƭǎǘǊŀ/ƭŜŀǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ wƻƴŎŀƭƭƛ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ 
Rewards points, you can do so via any of the methods listed above. 
Thank you for your support.  
 

SOUTH CANTERBURY ROLLER SKATING RINK REOPENING! 
School Holiday Special - 2 for the price of 1. Pay entry & skate hire for one person and a second person skates 
for free. This can be redeemed at any public session. Check below for times. Valid until 1/2/2012. 
 
SKATING at Caroline Bay Marine Parade. 26th December ς 8th January OPEN DAILY FROM 3 ς 4.30 pm 
20th & 22nd December Open 2ς 4pm   
School Holiday Public Sessions from 10 ς 31 Jan  Tuesday,Thursday,Saturday & Sunday 2 ς 4pm   
Learn to Skate ς Every Sunday from 2.15 ς 2.45pm Public Session ς Every Sunday from 2 ς 4pm   
Entry - $2.50   Skate Hire - $3.50   Spectators ς Free    Please bring along a helmet and socks. 

 
 

 

mailto:g.fennessy@roncalli.school.nz
http://intelligentrewards.co.nz/


PTA NEWS: 
 
{ƻƳŜ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ΧΦΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ CŀƛǊ ŘŀǘŜ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ Řƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ мсǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
a Spring theme. This is a month earlier than usual so we may see a slight change to some activities but 
hopefully if Mr Comeau can pull off another weather miracle we will have another brilliant day. The change in 
dates is due to the way the Public Holidays and School Holidays fall next year so this was the only date 
possible. Once school goes back next year we will start our planning so if anybody in our school community 
has any ideas or suggestions we would love to hear them. Please feel free to contact me if you wish to discuss 
this.( Bridget Duff 027 4845924 or 03 6862652) 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ CŀƛǊ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ϷнлΣллл ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ Ǿŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
School. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the members of the PTA for a 
great job this year and to wish everyone in our school community a safe and 
Happy Christmas with their family and friends. 

 
Bridget Duff  Chairperson Roncalli PTA  

 
 
 

UPDATE FROM THE RONCALLI ROWERS: 
 

Well the Rowing season is well and truly underway under the watchful eye of Coach Geoff McCrostie who has 
recently been joined by Emily Stocker and Dan Kelly, who is providing valuable training support to the senior 
boys. 
  
! ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ǊƻǿŜǊǎ have returned along with first season rowers : Brooke Wilkins, Kendra May, 
Tim Coughlan, Caleb Stephenson, Jonny Rush, James Hamilton and Justin Dovestone. 
 
We are also pleased to welcome onboard our new Rowing Master Mr Comeau, who has been bitten by the 
rowing bug through his involvement with Roncalli Corporate Rowing 8 which last weekend made the A Final in 
their first outing. This placed them 5th out of 18 crews which was a fantastic effort. This crew was made up of 
rowing parents and former students including;  Karen Chambers, Jacqui Fraser, Ella McCrostie, Carly Halkett, 
Nic Pearce, Russell Grant, Gerard Scott, Chris Comeau, Bruce Livesey and Grant Proudfoot. Big thanks to 
Coxswain Sophie Chambers and Coach Geoff McCrostie who took on the tough task of turning this rabble into 
something resembling a rowing crew - going by the results they did a great job! 
 
To date the Roncalli Rowing Squad have attended three early season regattas with great success and also a 
mini-camp at Lake Opuha a few weekends back. A massive thanks to McCain's for their support of Roncalli 
Rowing through provision of some of the food for this camp - as is known the rowers eat like horses so their 
support in this regard is hugely appreciated. 
  

Prior to Christmas the Rowing Squad have two key regattas ς the Otago 
Champs at Lake Ruataniwha 10/11 Dec and the Marlborough Champs in 
Blenheim 17/18 Dec - we wish them well for these events and also a 
well-deserved break (of a few days) over Christmas. 
 
Bring on 2012 and continued success at Maadi Cup, which this year is in Twizel 
at the end of March. 
Jacqui Fraser  Roncalli Rowing  
 



SCHOOL HOLIDAY TIME AND CELEBRATIONS 
 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΤ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŜȄŀƳǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 
and for some this can mean the drinking season. 

Some parents see their teens drinking as a rite of passage. Many parents are concerned about the possibility 
their teenagers might use drugs or be sexually active, but are not concerned about their drinking. These 
activities tend to go hand in hand.  

Heavy drinking is risky for both males and females; however females are more prone to the acute and chronic 
effects of alcohol abuse. For females, the risk of premature death increases once we start drinking more than 
two standard drinks of alcohol a day; at that point, the risk of death climbs to 40 per cent higher than it is for 
non-drinkers. For males, on the other hand, the risk begins to increase at four drinks a day. 

The greater the amount of alcohol a person drinks above the guidelines, the higher their risk of premature 
death. Hence consuming an excessive quantity of alcohol at once is especially dangerous.  

On another note, our community is again dealing with young woman being taken advantage of sexually while 
at parties by young men who are known to them. The police are aware of some of these incidents. It is critical 
that you talk to someone about what has happened and then speak to the police if you have been harmed in 
this way so you know what the police can do to help you.  

It is critical that we hold young men up to the standard of treating women with respect and dignity. When this 
does not occur, these young men need to be given help to work through these issues. These are acts of 
violence and these experiences for young men and women can set them up for a lifetime of abusive 
relationships.    

Please help your young people make good choices around their drinking, drug taking and sexual activities. One 
in five young people make a life changing decision during these teenage years through having an accident, 
ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅΣ {¢LΩǎΣ ƴƻƴ- consensual sexual contact, drug taking, binge drinking etc.  

People in our community work with these issues and know where to go and how to help: 

× Police: 111 (emergency) /(03) 687-9808 

× TACT: 0800 277 997 (psychiatric emergency, self- harm) 

× Parent Helpline 24/7   0800 568 856 

× Alcohol and Drug Helpline 0800 787 655 www.adanz.org.nz  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.adanz.org.nz/


These are some helpful phone lines and websites for teens: 

× Youthline - support for young people facing crisis - 0800 37 66 33 

Free TXT 234/ Email talk@youthline.co.nz 

× Whatsup - for young people, trained counsellors on http://www.whatsup.co.nz  

    ( 0800 942 87 87) between noon and midnight on any day.  

× Attitude - a NZ website 'for your head' tackling youth issues in your everyday life 
http://www.attitude.org.nz  

 
× RD4U - for young people by young people, after the death of someone close 

http://www.rd4u.org.uk  

 

Other agencies that can support your family:  

¶ Family Support South Canterbury Inc   (03) 688-1152 

¶ Family Works PSS     (03) 688-1748 

¶ Catholic Social Services    (03) 434-0913 

¶ Brief Intervention Service ς Adventure Development Counselling  (03) 684-5870t g 

 
Ms Adrienne Quertier  
Guidance Counsellor (03) 688-6003 x811 
Registered Social Worker, B.S.W. (Hons)  
ANZASW,  M.Ed (Counselling) 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Management, Staff, Board of Trustees and PTA 
would like to take this opportunity to wish you 
and your families a happy and blessed Christmas. 
We hope you enjoy time together over the 
summer holidays and look forward to seeing you 
all next year. 
 

mailto:Email%20talk@youthline.co.nz
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